Old Norse Romances and European Culture

In this course, Old Norse romances from the period 1200–1400 will be studied in the light of translation and literary analysis. As the number of manuscripts in which they are preserved suggests, the translated and indigenous riddarasögur were popular amongst their contemporary audience, which raises the question of what their intended function was. While the sagas give the immediate impression of having a primarily entertaining value, a more thorough analysis can reveal other purposes behind their composition. By considering the romances in the historical and cultural context of their production, we will establish the way European literature was introduced and mirrored in medieval Norway and Iceland.
This course is open to Bachelor and Master students, and will in principle be held in English. However, the language of instruction may be adapted to the course participants. 
